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Dear Distinguished Australian and Chinese government officials and
presidents, ladies and gentlemen,

Good afternoon!

| am Song Donglin, President from Jilin University of Finance
and Economics. It is great honor for me to be here to attend the
Australia-China High Education Forum. Being invited by the Charles
Sturt University (CSU) Pro Vice-Chancellor and President, Professor
Andrew Vann, and at the same time, on behalf of our four Chinese
partner universities (Jilin University of Finance and Economics; Tianjin
University of Commerce; Yangzhou University and Yunnan University
of Finance and Economics), | would like to give a presentation on our
joint undergraduate program in China’s four universities. We would
like to share with you our experiences and our thought on the 10 year
cooperative successful program at such a big event.

The joint educational program between Charles Sturt University
and four Chinese universities can be dated back to more than 10 years
ago. At that time, both Sino and Australian
parties got an agreement to endeavour our
efforts to introduce the advanced Australian
education brand to the Chinese market, to
meet the needs of Chinese fast economic
growing with the demands of young talents
need.

As we all know, it is not easy for the
joint program development in China, not only for the ideology aspects,
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but also the administrative level in the program management, you could
imagine how innovative steps we have taken. With the very beginning
of the joint program, we Chinese universities presidents have set up an
informal communication mechanism to exchange our ideas and discuss
how we could cooperate with CSU in an effective way by understanding
the Australian education quality standardization. With our efforts, we
have passed several AUQA auditing successfully, now we are ready to
follow up the Australian new auditing system by TAQSA.

The main achievement we have had made are as follows:

1. Both parties have learnt from each other, esp. in the education
concept, and teaching and learning efficiency measurement, and the
administration at the university level; now we have already decided to
take a further step, from the teaching collaboration to the co-research
cooperation. We hope to take both universities advantages to provide
more opportunities for the faculties to work closely.

2. We have sent our Chinese young faculties to CSU to sit
in CSU classes, discussing with their professors and Teachers, to
understand their course designing, and teaching methodology. The
Australian teachers learnt a lot by coming to China for teaching. During
their staying in China, socializing with our teachers and students, they
have witnessed the great changes have been taken place in China in
the past 10 years.

3.Students are really benefited from this joint program. They
are well developed during the 4 year undergraduate program in China
by Chinese and Australian teachers. With their major study at the
Chinese universities, and CSU courses focusing on the soft skills
development, students are more competitive in the job market, esp. in
the international businesses. According to the statistics, the average
employment rate within the four universities is 95%. We are glad to see
many students have already accepted by the western universities, such
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as USA, UK, Australian and other European countries for their further
graduate study.

CSU also provide good students to spend one year or one
semester at CSU campus, which give them an opportunity to get a
authentic taste of Australian education, and enhance students loyalty to
their mother school.

4. The program administrative level has been greatly improved
in the past 10 years. | would say, in most of the Chinese universities
today, the administration staffs cannot speak English, and their way
of working follow with our traditional university's management. With
the joint program, we have developed a strong team, whose English
is good enough to communicate with the Australian teachers, but also
their global view has been improved.

We have a annual meeting system at both academic and
administrative level in summer, discussing all the problems we met,
new tasks in the next year and new government policies to share with
each other.

Although we have already made great progress in the joint
program, we still have a long way to go. Many things are still under
the agreements and discussions. Such as, lecturing class with more
than 150 to 250 students, which is rarely seen in China for the major
core courses; marking the exam papers by someone who never
teach this course. We try to make some compromise when we have
some different ideas at the meeting, while we tend to be honest and
straight ward to discuss the problems and conflicts in teaching and
administration, taking students interests and education quality control
as the priority. During such time, we would say Australian Tertiary
Education Company (TEI Group) has been playing an important role
between the Sino-Australian parties, to make things much easier to
settle down with its cross-cultural communication skills.
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In general, during the past 10 years close cooperation, we have
also developed a profound friendship with Charles Sturt University. The
success of the over 10-year collaboration with Charles Sturt University
is the real witness to all of us. The sincere sharing and selfless
assistance of CSU has been a valuable asset of the institutional
collaboration. Hereby, | would like to express our gratefulness to
Charles Sturt University for their supports and sincere sharing with us
all the way. We look forward to further breakthroughs and progresses in
our co-operation with Charles Sturt University.

Cross-culture education exchange is based on mutual benefits
of China and Australia. It is in conformity with the trend of the world. To
promote the healthy development of Sino-Australian education, | hereby
present some suggestions as following:

1. Stick to the principle of two-way flow of education and mutual
benefits. Change the situation of unbalanced education exchange.
Facilitate quality education export.

2. Establish teaching, research professionals committee to
improve the quality of exchange.

3. Expand exchange channels. Hold forums of different levels
regularly to gain experience and promote development.

4. Further Sino-Australia education exchange especially web-
based education to smooth the way for further development.

Hereby, | would take this opportunity to call upon the other
Australian universities to come to China for a closer collaboration in
cO-research with open minds and sincere attitudes to achieve mutual
benefits in the educational programs, to introduce more advanced
programs to China which will allow the friendship forged through
institutional collaboration to grow and bear fruits on new and great
territory.



